Review Posted Online By a Former Student:
Carrie Jahde is an AMAZING drummer _and_ drum teacher. Having never played
an instrument before in my life (and going through a bit of stress at work), I figured what better way to have fun than to sign up for drum lessons at age 32?
I took lessons once a week from Carrie for a year and a half, and I cannot say
enough good things about her. Carrie taught me how to read drum music, and play
about a zillion different rudiments and a variety of different beats. She also gave
me a good introduction to musical theory and some great historical and cultural
lessons on drumming. She can decipher and explain any beat, she's easy-going,
patient (which is very important when you sometimes slack off and don't practice as
much as you should, like I did), and has a great sense of humor. Like I said at the
beginning - she's got some skills. Serious drumming skills. She's so skilled, she
has skillz with a "z."
AND - she passes on those skills. I went from not knowing how to play the drums
at all to being able to play some pretty rocking beats.
If you want to learn how to play the drums, you should take lessons with Carrie.
Plain and simple.
J.J., Berkeley CA, May 9, 2011

December 21, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:
It is my pleasure to enthusiastically recommend Carrie Jahde to you as a music teacher.
Carrie has been my 16 year-old daughters’ drum teacher for nearly two years and has
proven herself to be an exceptional teacher in every way.
I am sure that Carrie’s resume attests to her many impressive accomplishments and
qualifications; however, a resume cannot adequately convey what a naturally gifted music
teacher she is. She has demonstrated without fail that she is a highly dedicated
professional whose passion for drumming is contagious. She has very high expectations
for her students but knows how to balance the serious side of learning music with warmth,
unwavering patience, and encouragement. I have observed Carrie’s seemingly instinctive
ability to connect and communicate with my daughter, which has translated into
impressive progress over a relatively short period of time. The fact that my daughter felt
confident enough to recently audition and win a spot as drummer in her high school jazz
combo is testament to Carrie’s teaching skills.
In addition to being a truly gifted teacher who has inspired my daughter’s enthusiasm for
drumming and music, Carrie is a wonderful role model for a young girl. Carrie is a
genuinely exceptional human being with many admirable qualities and values that any
parent should be grateful to see modeled for their child. I feel very blessed that my
daughter looks up to Carrie and has learned much more than drumming from her. She will
be sorely missed on both a professional and personal level by my daughter and me.
I suspect that you too will be impressed with Carrie at first meeting just as I was and that
this letter will merely affirm that your instincts are correct. I hold Carrie in the highest
regard and recommend her to you without reservation. Should you have any further
questions with regard to her background or qualifications, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Sincerely,

Michal Dalton
Jamaica Plain, MA

December 20, 2007
To whom it may concern:
I am writing this as a recommendation for Carrie Jahde, who has taught
weekly private music lessons to my two sons, Scott and Sam, for the past two
years. I feel very fortunate to have found a teacher for them who has taken
such a sincere interest in their musical aspirations, and who has treated them
with such deep respect.
My older son Scott studies drum set with Carrie and has gone from knowing
just a few beats to playing a large variety of styles with confidence in his
school jazz band. It has been a great pleasure to watch him mature musically,
and to see his love for drumming grow as Carrie continues to expose him to
new songs and ideas.
My younger son Sam started out as Carrie’s piano student, not sure if he really
wanted to study piano. Carrie was extremely creative in finding ways to keep
Sam interested and progressing, including ear training games and learning
both classical songs from books and popular songs from recordings. Once Sam
decided on the study of percussion and drum set, Carrie continued to adapt
the lessons to his needs and make each week meaningful for him.
After two years as their teacher, Carrie has also become a strong role model
and friend for both boys. Because she teaches one-hour lessons, she has the
time to really interact with them as a musical mentor, and cater each lesson to
their individual rate of progress.
In summary, I recommend Carrie without hesitation or qualification. She is a
truly great and versatile teacher who means a lot to us and will be greatly
missed after she moves to San Francisco.
Sincerely,

Deborah Scott, M.D.
Boston, Ma. 02130

Room 101, Brookline High School
115 Greenough St., Brookline, MA

October 18, 2007
To whom it may concern
Re: Carrie Jahde Teaching Recommendation
I am a professional music educator and performer in the Boston Metro area and
currently work as a teacher in the Adult and Community Education Program of
the Brookline Public School System. My “Introductory Guitar” courses provide
community members of all ages the opportunity to learn guitar in a group
setting. For the past two years I have invited Carrie Jahde to instruct as a
“guest lecturer” on making music from a rhythmic perspective.
Carrie provides extremely valuable information and experience for my
students. Her positive demeanor, energy, and clear teaching methods allow
even the beginning guitar students the chance to gain a deeper understanding
of rhythmic ideas. I will most definitely invite Carrie back for future semesters,
and recommend her wholeheartedly as an all around excellent music teacher.
Please contact me if you have any further questions.
Sincerely,

Michael Schaller
Instructor, Brookline Adult and Community Education Program
schaller@efn.org

Dennis St. Germain
Bandleader/Composer/Guitarist/Educator, Eugene, OR

July 7, 2006
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing this letter in support of Carrie Jahde. I am a jazz guitarist from Eugene, Oregon
and have taught and played music professionally for over 20 years. For the past seven years I
have been the bandleader for the Latin jazz ensemble Ritmo De La Noche, and employed
Carrie as my drummer until her move to Boston in August 2004. During that time I got to
know Carrie well as a musician, community leader, and friend.
Carrie’s passion for music shows clearly in all that she does, from the stage to the entire
community. She especially loves Latin and jazz music and assisted me through our ensemble
in spreading this form of music to new venues and audiences. She came to rehearsals and
performances always with an expression of excitement and an attitude of commitment and
respect to the music and the group. As her employer I relied on her integrity and
dependability, and as a fellow musician I continue to enjoy her creativity, talent, mastery, and
energy.
During the years I’ve known Carrie I have watched her exponentially grow her musical
expertise and share her knowledge with the community in her role as a teacher and mentor.
Through workshops and lessons she spread her joy of drumming to many others. As a female
drummer, she especially focused her energies on enabling young girls and women to drum
and express themselves musically, a role not often encouraged for women in our society. I
have known several parents who have expressed great pleasure in finding such a role model
for both their daughters and sons.
In summary, it is with full enthusiasm that I write this recommendation for Carrie Jahde. I
am confident that Carrie’s skills and character will allow her continued success in her musical
pursuits. If you have any additional questions, you can contact me by phone or email at your
convenience.
Sincerely,

Dennis St. Germain
Bandleader, Ritmo De La Noche

